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Topics to Cover

•Overview of Conserve Florida Water 

Clearinghouse and the Guide

•Trends in indoor water use

•Trends in outdoor water use

•How to contact the Clearinghouse



About the Clearinghouse

Signatories of Water Conservation Agreement:

•Florida DEP

•5 Water Management Districts

•Florida Public Service Commission

•Utility Council of AWWA

•Utility Council of FWEA

•Florida Rural Water Association



Goals of the Clearinghouse

•Be the premier source in Florida of water  

conservation information for public water  

supply, drawing upon information and  

expertise from throughout the utility sector,  

the water management districts, the state  

university system, and other sources.

•Help Florida become a national leader in  

water use efficiency



Why is Water Conservation 

Important?

•Florida utilities will need to obtain future water supplies 

from alternative water sources. Improved water 

conservation is a cost-effective option for reducing 

average and peak water use rates by 20 to 60%

•Water conservation is the ideal way to reduce energy 

demands

•Sustainable urban water systems need to balance 

supply and demand management options



GIS

Technical Documents

Modules

Data Sets

EZ Guide

Modules



Comparison of EZ Guide to Original Guide

•Streamlined data input

–Many input pages condensed to few

•Simplification of Measure data input

•Detailed BMP implementation input now 

optional

•Removed present worth calculations

•Added background replacement to BMP 

calculations

•Added graphical representations of results



Why use EZ Guide?

•Develop a goal-based water conservation 

plan

•Accepted as part of the Consumptive Use 

Permit

•Can be done with varying degrees of detail 

by selecting modules 





What can I do with the EZ Guide?

•Identify cost effective BMPs for 

implementation

•Track annual water use by sector

•Audit water losses

•Maintain a list of water conservation measures

•Track BMP implementation 

•Develop conservation scenarios based on a 

mix of BMPs

•Do water conservation planning



Information for EZ Guide

•Historical water supplied and billed

•Population and potable water use projections

•Description of the study area and the 

customers



ABC Case Study for EZ Guide

•Small utility in Florida

–Single-family and non-residential sectors

•Current gpcd: 160

•Target gpcd: 150

•What BMPs should be implemented to 

reduce gpcd?



Water Use Data



Water Audit











Individual BMP implementations



BMP’s Summary
BMPôs Selected Number of 

Devices

Cost per 

Device

Savings 

per Device

(unit) ($) (gpd)

Water-Efficient Landscape and 

Irrigation Evaluations and Rebates
125 250 3.45

Toilet Rebates 100 200 3.72

Faucets 100 25 1.07

•Total savings: 8.24 gpcd

•New gpcd: 151.76



Trends in Indoor Water Use



Tampa Indoor Retrofit and 

Conservation Potential
Aquacraft (2004)



Pre/Post Indoor Per Capita Use in 26 Retrofit Homes 

in Tampa Based on 10 Second Data

Aquacraft (2004)
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Trends in Outdoor Water Use



Jacksonville, Florida
Aquacraft (2008)

Avg. Annual 

Use (kgal)

Non-

Seasonal 

(kgal)

Seasonal 

(kgal)

Pre-2001 86.9 44.6 42.3

Post-2001 123.0 51.0 71.9

%change 41.51% 14.4% 70.0%

Year Built
Avg. Lot 
Size (sf)

# of 
Bedrooms

Avg. # of 
Residents

% 
Reporting 
outdoor 
irrigation

% with 
irrigation 
system

% with 
swimming 

pool

Average value 
of owned 

home
pre 1972 10240 3.1 2.3 79.0 59.2 15.0 $228,214
post 2003 13124 3.7 2.7 98.2 82.1 15.8 $311,647
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Gainesville Sprinkler Application Rates 
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Special Studies

Gainesville 

•1,500 houses with separate indoor and outdoor meters

•Indoor averages 79 gpcd, consistent with national 

studies. Little variability.

•Outdoor water use causes most of the peak demand that 

causes the need to expand the system



Outdoor Water Use Management Options

•Reduce irrigated area

•Reduce application rate

•Use soil moisture sensors

•Irrigate with wastewater &/or stormwater 

reuse water

•Discourage the use of automatic sprinklers

•Raise the price of water





Clearinghouse Technical Personnel

• From the top left: Camilo Cornejo, Jackie Martin, Miguel Morales, Kristen Riley, John Palenchar, 
Lukasz Ziemba, Ken Friedman, Randy Switt, James Heaney (PI), and Leighton Walker.



Conserve Florida Water Clearinghouse

•Clearinghouse info:

info@conservefloridawater.org

•News and Events email-list subscription:

lists@conservefloridawater.org

•EZ Guide Download and User Manual

http://conservefloridawater.org/ez_guide

•EZ Guide Questions/Comments:

support@conservefloridawater.org



Questions?


